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of Abyssinia. These letters were couched almost in
the same words, in all of which the Prophet called
upon the kings of his age to embrace Islam and warned
them against the consequences of refusal. The letter to
Heraclius was sent through a deputation of the com-
panions of the Prophet, headed by Dehiya al-Kalbi. The
following is the text of this letter as reported by Al-
Bukhari in his Sahih: " From Muhammad, the Prophet
of God, to Heraclius, King of the Romans: Peace be
on him who follows the true faith; I summon you to
embrace Islam. You will be saved if you. become a
Muslim. Become Muslim and God will double your
reward. If you refuse you will be responsible for the
sins of the infidels. Believers in the holy Scriptures!
Come let us all unite to worship no one but God, and
associate no one else with Him, and no mortal should
be worshipped. If they refuse, bear witness that I am
a Muslim."2
Reports do not agree on the replies of the kings
and princes to the Prophet's letters. It is reported
that Heraclius welcomed the envoys and politely dis-
missed them.3 The prefect of Egypt handed the envoy
a letter and a present to the Prophet.4 The King of
Abyssinia replied in a friendly manner. The Emir of
Bahrein replied by embracing Islam. As for Chosroes
he insulted the envoys, dismissed them and tore up the
Prophet's letter. We know the subsequent events
which led to the conquest of Syria, Persia and Egypt
during the Caliphate of Omar, This was an original
and peculiar kind of diplomacy, but it agreed with the
spirit of that age and the conditions connected with it.
Rising and impetuous Islam considered it its right to
impose its doctrine on all mankind, after this doctrine
had overrun the Arab peninsula, the cradle of its
inspiration and the centre of its mission. The only
course open before it to bring about this revolution
was defiance and daring strife. And whom could Islam
defy other than the Persian Empire which barred its